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Our Vision
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consumption.

Our Mission
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Control (FCTC). To this end, 8fkks with decisiormakers to ensure that tobacco control receives adequate political
attention at EU level and to promote tobacco control information and policy research at EU and national levels, in
collaboration with other EU health organisations anobdcco control networks. It also aims to ensure FCTC
implementation globally, working to release EU funding for tobacco control to counter poverty in low and middle income
countries.

Policy Priorities for 2Ib:

1 Implementation of FCTC Articles 11 and packaging and labelling; advertising, promotion and sponsorship)
through thetranspositionand implementatiorof the9 dzNB LIS | y | Tobhagcy Préducts Direaty

1 Exposure of the tobacco industigiterference in policy makini line with FCTC Articke3 (protecting public health

policiesfrom the vested interests of the tobacco indusyry

Monitoring and implementation of comprehensive sk&free policiesn public and work placed~CTC ricle 8).

1 Ratificationof the FCTQProtocolto eliminate lllicitTrade of Tobacco Producf{based on FCTC Article 15) and
implementation of the Guidelines on FCARicle6 (Tobacco Taxation)

1 Increasing policynaker awareness on the need for a comprehensive implementation of the. FCTC

]

Our advocacy work reflects oualues:

1 To support the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FO/VE€recognise that the disease and death caused
by the tobacco pandemic are nurtured by a global industry. In order to combat this situation, a coordinated
international response igequired, along the FCTGbligations and the WHO MPOWER strategy for FCTC
implementation.

1 To work with our partnersWerecognise the need to collaborate, review and draw expertise from others to achieve
our aims and objectives. We have develogmdtnerships across borders, health sectors, and societal actors who
share the same goals in tobacco control.

1 To use independent and evidendeased researchQur work and policy positions are independent and based on
critical review of published, peeeviewed evidencepn SFRRommissioned researclas well as on feedback from
experts and partner organisations.

1 To be efficient and effectiveWe aim to deliver agreed objectives and outputs, whilst continually seeking to improve
internal processes and makeelest use of resources available. Our small team allows us to be flexible and dynamic
while adopting a strategic, targeted approach to our advocacy efforts.

1 To be flexible and innovativewe work to improve the policy environment and elevate tobacco arés a priority
at European level, whilst appreciating global developments, policy opportunities and lessons learnt from other
countries and regions.

The Annual Report gives an overview of advocacy work undertaken by the Smoke FreesRigr(i$FHpr the year 2015 If you have
a special interest in any of the articles or would like to remadepth SFP reports, letters or submissions to the European institutions
or political analysis on tobaceelated issues, these are available on our websitenatv.smokefreepartnership.eu
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Following the excitement and heady success of the TPD in 2014, 2015 was
a return to everyday work of Tobacco Control; the ongoing implementation
of the FCTC in Member States, monitoring and countering the activities of
the tobacco industry and building and strengthening the SFP Coalition.

This did not mean that the year did not have its high points and successes.
An attempt by the ®bacco Industryo foist its own system of tracking and
tracing in Europe washindered when the SFPconference on Tobacco
Taxation and the lllicit Trade in Tobacco Products brought together, for the
first time, representatives of Ministries of Health, Finance and Customs,
DGs SNTE and TAXUD, OLAF, the WHO, MEPs, Academics and Tobacco
Control NGOs. It has long been well known, but rarely acted upon, that
increasing taxation is one of the most effective ways of reducing tobacco
consumption. This conference started moving the krealgle of this out of

the tobacco controcommunity to a wider audience that can actually start

to implement it effectively.

The SFP Team contirdio grow in effectiveness under the very able leadership of Flor&wenteletti and

there were changes to theomposition of the Board: Jean King, a founder member of SFP, retired from Cancer
Research UK and stepped down. Her enormous contributidioliacco controlwas recognised by an OBE
from the Queen. SFP cannot offer anything comparable but owes Jean an ensiebt of gratitude for her

work on theBoard.

This is also my last year as President, having had the privilege of being associated with SFP since its inception.
| am very happy thaBusanne Lggstrupok over in Januar016 SFP is in very good haradsl | look forward
to seeing it continue to flourish.
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planning carried out in 2014. As always, we set an ambitious agenda to
advance our missioand we launchd several project®n a range of tolacco

control issues from smoke free policies to tax and combatting tazie. The
achievements that weraccomplished wouldot have been possiblgithout

the financialsupport of our main partner orgaisations, ASH (UK), Cancer
Research UK and the European Heart Netwotk, Associate Partnethe
Norwegian Cancer Sociesg well aur operating grantreceived fromthe

9dzNR LISIY [/ 2YYA&daA2yQad ¢KANR | SIFfadK t
The Union undethe Bloomberg Initiative.

| This year{ Ct Q& Ay & (i A GvagistkeAgthbnedan® thdJeath ése
delighted towelcomeloannaSakellarakiKristina Stoyanova ar@aren Willig
in ournew beautiful Offices at Domus Medica Europea.

Last but not leasion behalf of SFP and all its Partndn&as humbled and honoured to accept th@15 Luther

L Terry Award for Exemplary Leadership in Tobacco Control at a ceremony on 19 March in Abu Dhabi at the
16th World Conference on Tobacco or Heallhese awards recage outstanding worldwide achievement

in the field of tobacco control and this would not have been possible without the support of Cancer Research
UK, Ash UK and the European Heart Network as well as the Irish and Norwegian Cancer Societies, the Union,
anR I ff {CtQa Wewdnhig anary betdussIve/a8 Wdiked in partnership togetheould

also like to extend my thanks to the SFP team, and in particular to Anca Toma Friedlaender whose work during
the revisionof the TobaccoProductsDirectivewas crucial and outstandinginally,l would like to thankagain

the American Cancer Society and the Award Selection Committee for making this palssiberemony was
certainlyan occasion | will nevdorget.

On behalf of all the SFP teahvery much look forward to building on this recognition and working together
towards future successes in 2016
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A SFP organised a ajor conference
on Articles 6 and 15of the FCTC
(tobacco taxation and the fight against
illicit trade) in Leuven on 3&ptember
1 October 2015.The conference was
attended by 77 participants from
Government ministries from eleven
countries, the European Commission
(DG SANTE, OLAF and DG TAXUD),
members of the European Parliament
and the World Health Organisation as
well as leading academics working on
tobacco control and related issuesnd
representatives of European tobacco
control NGOs

For mae information, please see pad®

A SFP launched itspdated Smokdree . %3T£:2§Lﬁ:
Map on 14 April2015at an event where f : Smokefree policies in Europe
DG SANTE Deputy Director General for Are we there yet?

Health Martin Seychell gave a keynote
speech. The event was attended by over g
50 participants including SFRoalition
partners, European Commission officials,
Heath attachés, and representatives of
public health organisations at national

and European level.

For moreinformation, please see page



A SFP reinforced its stathrough the addition

>

of Network and Communications
Officer loanna Sakellaraki Policy
Officer Kristina Stoyanova and
Operations Manager Caren Willign
March 2015 SFP also moved into its new
Offices at Domus Medica Europea,
where the European Union of Medical
Specialists UEM$ also hosts other
public health organisations. The
reinforced staff, along with thenew
working space, are aimed at increasing
GKS {ctQa O LI OAale
objectives while better connecting with
the Coalition partnersSFP is grateful to
the Starding Committee of European
Doctors (CPME) fogenerouslyhosting
our staff throughout 2014.

SFP received the Luther L. Terry Award for Outstanding Organisétmn the American
Cancer Society, in recognition of its successful advocacy and coordinatérfor national/ EU
campaigns during the adoption of the Tobacco Products Directive

For moreinformation, please see pagt2
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SFP wrk onthe Tobacco Products DirectiyéPD)

National Implementation Toolkit on theél obacco Products Directive
SFP DELIVEBAN ADVOCACY TOOLKIT FOCUSING ON THE TPD IMPLEMENTATION

Throughout 2015 SFP worked closely with its partners to address the challenges raised by the Tobacco
Products Directive transposition and implementation in B&mber States. In July, SFP responded to the
9dzNR LISIY [/ 2YYAaarzyQa O2yadzZ GFraGA2y 2y ¢NIOlAy3 |y
SFP finalised and delivered to its Coalition partners a TPD implementation ¢toeiitngimportant legal and

technical aspects of the TPD and aims to support Coalition partners in their national advocacy for the
transposition and implementation of the Directive by the 19 May 2016 deadlimaddition, SFP followete

status of the EU Court of Justicases on the TP&nd kept Coalition Partners informed

Supporting TPD measures at national level

Throughout 2015some MemberSates prepared legislation adopting measures that go beyond the sobpe
the TPD such as plain packaging and poistt# display bans. SFP and Coalition partners supported national
advocacy organisations with joint letters of support for these measiNetably, SFP coordinated a joint letter

by all SFP coalition partners to members of the French National Assembly @hisdirst reading on the
adoption of plain packaging and point of sale advertising bans.

SFP wrk on monitoring and exposing tobacco industry
interference (Article 5.3 of the FCTC)

Monitoring Article 5.3 implementation in EU and national institutions

In 2015 this work stream was based on monitoring and coordination with partners across Europe. In the first
part of the year, SFP supported the preparation and dissemination of a questionnaire in collaboration with the
Belgian foundation against Cancerdaine Association of European Cancer Leagues to evaluate the status of
implementation of measures preventing undue tobacco industry interference in policy making.

In the second part of the year, SFP monitored developments on the Ombu@sinastigationrelated to the
implementation of Article 5.3 FCTC in the European Commission, and the regeltmmmendations
Furthermore, SFP in collaboration with the Belgloundationagainst Cancer started the preparatory work

2y UKS 22Ayi0 O2yFSNBYyOS da/ 2Y0l GAy3 ¢ 20 l20ia Mdclf Rdza G |
2016.



http://www.smokefreepartnership.eu/news/sfp-press-release-eu-ombudsman-finds-commission-breach-fctc-calls-changes-its-tobacco

FCTC Article 8 on Smokefisaicies
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THE SFP SMOKEFREE MAP RELAUNCHED AT BREAKFAST SEMINAR

On 14 April 20155FP rdaunched its Smokefree Map through a breakfast seminar aelts new premises.
TheSFP interactive Smokefree Migan online tool which details the smokefree policies of all EU Member
States,plus Iceland, Norway, Switzerland and Turkey. The launch was attended by over 50 representatives
from EU institutionsand national Permanent Representatiorss well as SFP Coilit partners and
representatives fromhe wider public health community.

Moderated by SFP Director Florence Berteletti, the audience heard from Martin Seychell, Deputy Director
General for DG SANTE in the European Commission, Dr Sofia, Raadinatorof the Portuguese NGO
tobacco control movement, Dr Heide Weishaar, Research Fellow at the University of Glasgdewnmifet
Burch, SFPolicy and Advocacy Officer.

The updated Smokefree Maracksthe implementation of comprehensive smokefree policieaational level

by allocating a traffidight style colour rating to each of the 32 countries recorded. The seminar discussed the
reasons for the varying smokefree policies across thevith a case study on Portugaid participantsheld

a discussion ohow e-cigarettesare coveredunder such policies. A key message that came across from all
speakers highlighted the importance of leadership and partnership among civil society organisations
promoting effective, comprehensive smokefree laWhe event garered media coverage at EU level as well
as in several member states where Coalition Partners distribute@mation in support of their national
advocacy efforts to promote stronger smokefree legislatibdriull report of the event and the SFP Smokefree
Map are availabléere.

Success factors to be adapted to the
nal context

SFP Director, Florence Berteletti, SFP Policy and Advocacy Officer, Jennifer BirepuapdDirectoiGeneral for DGANTE
Martin Seychell discussing smokefree policies in Europe during the breakfast seminar


http://www.smokefreepartnership.eu/smokefree-polices-europe-are-we-there-yet
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The SFP interactive Smokefree Map,online tool which details the smokefree policies of all EU Member States, plus |détanay,
Switzerland and Turkey

Supporting national smokefree campaigns
SFFPLANNED COORDINATED ACTIONS ON SMOKEFREE POLICIES ON NATIONAL LEVEL

During the national discussions on the transposition of the Tob&toductsDirective, a number of EU
Member States took the opportunity to propose legislative amendments to reinforce their smokefree laws.
Following the momentum garnered during the-leanch of the SFP Smokefree Map, $6#rdinated the
dissemination of suppottetters from the SFP Coalition to the Austrian and Czech goverrmmetiie context

of public debates on strengthening national smokefree provisi@iP alsissued a press releaggiticising
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SFP also sent a letter to the Chair of the Bulgarian National Assembly cdndgmoposals put forward to
weaken the ban in place. The Bulgarian parliament rejected the proposals shortly afterwards. SFP and its
national Coalition partner also sent letters to members of the Romanian Chamber of Deputies, calling for the
adoption of acomprehensive smoking ban that had been blocked in parliamentary discussions for several
years. The Romanian Parliament adopted the smokefree legislation at the end of 2015.


http://www.smokefreepartnership.eu/news/press-release-european-health-ngos-dismayed-new-smoke-free-proposal-portugal

SFRwvork on Tobacco Taxation and the fight against illicit tobacco
trade

SFPadvocacy for the ratification of the Protocol to Eliminate lllicit Trade
in Tobacco Products

Throughout 2015SFP actively advocated for the ratification of the WHO Protocol to Eliminate lllicit Trade in
Tobacco Products (also known as the lllicit Trade Protocol, or ITP) by the EU and its Member States, through
meetings with policy makers in all EU institutiomsldermanent Representations. In order for the Protocol,
which was adopted in late 2012 and signed by the EU in December 2013, to be legally binding, it needs at least
40 signatories to have approved, accepted, accessed, or ratified it. As of March20&8yere 15 countries

in the world who have ratified, 5 of which are EU Member States (Austria, France, Latvia, Portugal and Spain).

In November 2015SFP provided its Coalition partners with a briefing on the current status and the needed
advocacy actities at national level and towards the European Parliament in order to promote the ratification
of the Protocol by the EU and Member States.

SFP carganises receptiorto mark World No Tobacco Day (WNTD)

ON 1STUNE2015,SFPrOGETHER WITH TAESOCIATION EBROPEACANCEREAGUESE CLAND THHBELGIAN
FOUNDATIOMGAINSTCANCERCGORGANISED WORLDNO TOBACCADAY RECEPTIQWNDERTHEWNTD2015
THEME ON COMBATTINGCIT TOBACCO TRAD

Theevent'Stoh f t AOAG ¢NI RS 27F ¢ 2 oMEOTD&esa GiiffirRawOaimedat réfleciing K 2 & |
on the topic of illicit tobacco trade, more specifically the ratification of the lllicit Trade Protocol and the
renewal of the tobacco industry agreemenBuringthe event,Mr Luk Joossens, a leading international illicit

trade expert was recognised for his lfeng contribution to the fight against the illicit trade in tobacco
products. Mr Joossensgeceivedthe World Health Organisation global World No Tobacag Bward for his

lifetime activity, awarded by WHO EU Representative Mr Roberto Bertollini.

Left: World No tobacco Day 2015 ceremony hosted by MEP Theresa QRiffim# Mr Joossens receivitiee World Health
Organisation global World No Tobacco Day Avigr&ir Roberto Bertollini from the World Health Organisation



The event brought together representatives of the European Parliament (MEPS), senior officials from the
European Commission armliblic health experts. Speakers including MEP Griffin, ECiPhgsiglent Vitor
Veloso and Mr Roberto Bertollini emphasised the need for the EU and Member States to ralifgitieade
Protocol.

Factsheet on the Agreement between the EU and Philip Mo
International

ON THELSt UNE2015,SFRAUNCHED IFaCTSHEEIN THR2004EUPHILLIMORRISNTERNATIONAL AGREENE
IDENTIFYING KEY FABND QUESTIONS ARESOUT OF THE DISSIONS ABOUT A PBSSIRENEWAL

During the reception to mark World No Tobacco D#lyP launched iBactsheeton the EU- Phillip Morris
International Agreemat. In 2004, the European Commission and ten EU Member States reached a twelve
year agreement with Philip Morris International (PMI) to tackle the problem of illicit trade in tobacco products
The agreement is due to end in July 2088nce then, all EU Mwber States have become parties to the
agreement and more such agreements have been concluded with the other three major tobacco
manufacturers.The Factsheet identiés key facts and questions arising out of theported “exploratory
meetings” for a possie renewal of the PMI Agreement and calling for an independent impact assessment of
0KS | 3 NEfEcHvEngss.Q &

The factsheet also calls into question theefudness of industry agreements, once the EU ratifes llicit
Trade Protocol and the Tobacco Products Directive enters into force, thus providing the EU with legal
instruments to combat illicitobaccotrade. The factsheet was translated into several languages to support
national advocacy towards policy makers to promote the i@ifon of the Protocol.
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ON30S=PTEMBER. OCTOBERN LEUVENSFBROUGHT TOGETHERATIED TAX EXPEFSROPEAKIOMMISSION
OFFICIALS FRAMGTAXUDDGSANTENDOLARS WELL AMEPS AND THE TOBACCOITROL COMMUNITY TO
DISCUSS THE DIFFEREBRSPECTIVES OBATTO TAXATION ANOCIT TRABBRTICLESAND150OF THECTC).

On 30 Septemberl October 2015 SFP organised aay high level conferencen Leuven, Belgium, titled
G¢FrEFGAZ2Y FYR AftftAOAG ¢ NI RS A yThetcénteler@emas atténBeR byGT & Y
participants including governmemgpresentativefrom health and finance ministries from eleven countries,
European Comimsion officials from DG SANTE, OLAF and DG TAXUD, Members of the European Parliament
and parliamentary assistants, WHO representatives as well as leading academics working on tobacco taxation
and illicit trade and representatives of European tobacco amtrganisations

Thefocus of the conferencevas onFCT(QArticles6 (obaccotaxation) and15 (illicit tobacco trade). The
meeting took place as thEuropean Union and the Member States ar¢he midst ofcrucial discussions and
decisions: on a possibfevision of the Tobacco Tax Direct¥el'D) on how to implement the provisions of
the revised Tobacco Products Direct{Ud’D) particularly in relation to the establishment of a tracking and
tracing system for tobacco productsn the ratification of thdllicit Trade Protocleand on a possible extension
of the Phillip Morris International (PMI) Agreement.

The first day of the conference provided the opportunity for discussion between researchers;mpakeys
from ministries of healthministriesof finance and customs and SE&alitionpartners to identify barrierand
generate ideas fotranslating research futings into concrete tobacco control policies regarding taxasioh
illicit trade. In terms oftobacco taxationthe discussion revolved arourttie revision of the TTnd the

10
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ecanomics of taxationThelllicit TradeProtocol, the possible prolongation of the PMI Agreement and the
implementation of theTPDmeasures foatracking and tracing systemere alsomajor areas of debateThe
second dayof the SFP conference wé#se focal point for deciding on the priorities and actions for the SFP
Coalition with regard to the implementation of FCTC Art 6 & 15 for the years ahead.

The broad range of participants éhexpertise led to a welhformed, livey and valuable discussion which will
help inform advocacy at EU and national level on taxation and illicit trade.

The conference was organised with support from The Union through a specific grant, as well as from the
9dzNR LISIY [/ 2 YYA & aperatyig glatNR dzZAK { Ct Q&
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Inge Graessle, Mr Thomas CarbIG TAXUD, Ms Anna Gilmai@bacco tax expertBottom Right: conference participants

SFP work on Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP)

As PART Of C4 ORGOING INTERBSTHE IMPACT ONTERNATIONAL TRABELICYON TOBACCO CONTRBEP
CONTINUED TO MONITORVELOPMENTS AND ®EBTIONS OFHE TRANSATLANTITRADE ANONVESTMENT
PARTNERSH(® TIPBETWEEN THEUAND THEJSTHROUGHOW015.

In early 2015SFP sent letters outlining its concerns over the risks of the Transatlantic Trade and Investment
Partnership for tobacco control policies Commission President Juncker, Weesident Timmermans, and
Commissioners Andriukaitis and Malmstrom on the Concerns over the risks of the Transatlantic Trade and
Investment Partnership for tobacco control polici€SFP also esigned a letter by interational NGOS
rebutting claims made by a high ranking executive at Philip Morris with regard to the role if ISDS in TTIP.

On 5 June 2015, SFP attended TNEP and trade agreements: the implications for public heakbrkshop,
organised by the European Public Health Alliance (EPHA) and the University of Manchester in Brussels. The
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