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What we donôt knowé

ÅHow was the EU 
Recommendation on smoke -
free environments developed ?

ÅWhat were the barriers to, and 

facilitators of, this successful 

tobacco control policy?

What are the success factors of 
comprehensive smoke - free policy ?
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Support for, and opposition to, 
comprehensive EU smoke - free policy

Weishaar H, Amos A, Collin J. Best of Enemies: Using social network analysis to explore 

a policy network in European smoke-free policy. Social Science & Medicine 2015.
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Public health vs. Tobacco industry
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Network of actors interested in EU 
smoke - free policy

ñWater and Fireò

ñIron wall of no discussionò
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A coalition beyond tobacco control

Weishaar H, Collin J, Amos A. (2015): Tobacco control and health advocacy in the European 

Union: Understanding effective coalition-building. Nicotine & Tobacco Research. Online 

available: http://ntr.oxfordjournals.org/content/early/2015/03/04/ntr.ntv016.full.pdf

http://ntr.oxfordjournals.org/content/early/2015/03/04/ntr.ntv016.full.pdf
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Researchers and evidence

ñIt was very helpful to have Italy and Ireland as 

examples. The fact that they had implemented 

comprehensive smoke-free laws and that those 

laws had workedéTo have that evidence, that 

was really important. ò
(Public affairs expert)
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Active collaboration
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Leadership 
and coordination 

ÅLead organisation: 
Smoke Free Partnership

ÅBrussels -based

ÅThorough understanding of the issue and 
policy process

ÅMonitored developments

ÅProvided strategic guidance

ÅMobilised support and coordinated action

Value of investing into tobacco control 
to enable leadership and coordination



MRC/CSO Social and Public Health Sciences Unit, University of Glasgow.

Strategic pursuit of unity

Å2 key messages

1. Comprehensive smoke -
free policy with no 
exemptions is the only 
option. (FCTC article 8)

2. The tobacco industry 
must not interfere in the 
policy process. (FCTC 
article 5.3)

ÅUnderlying, shared 
vision of reducing 
harms from tobacco 


